
The Vikings 
The Vikings were originally from Scandinavia, the countries of Norway, Sweden and 

Denmark. They were great seafarers and fearsome warriors. From the 8th to the 11th 

centuries they travelled to Europe in their long ships, attacking and then settling in areas 

that are now modern Great 

Britain, Germany, France, Spain, and Italy. 
AD793 Vikings first invade Britain. They strike the 

monastery at Lindisfarne. 

AD866 The Vikings capture the city of York. 

AD871 King Alfred becomes King of Wessex. He manages to 

drive the Vikings from the South but they remain in 

the North and East. 

By AD878 The Vikings have settled permanently in England, 

attacked Wessex and forced King Alfred into hiding. 

AD886 King Alfred makes a peace treaty with the Viking 

King Guthrum, giving the Vikings the East (later 

known as ‘Danelaw’) and maintaining his rule over 

the West. 

AD899 King Alfred dies. 

AD900 The Vikings establish rule over Scotland. 

AD954 Eric Bloodaxe, the last Viking King of Yorvik (York) is 

forced out of the city. 

AD1013 King Sven of Denmark and his son, Cnut, take the 

throne of Danelaw. Ethelred, the Saxon King, flees. 

AD1014 King Cnut becomes King of Denmark and of England.  

AD1042 Edward II is invited to become King of England. He is 

known as Edward the Confessor. 

AD1066 Duke William of Normandy defeats Harold at the 

Battle of Hastings. Norman England begins with a 

new King – William I (known as ‘William the 

Conqueror’.) 

Conquer Obtain control by force. Pagan A religion in which many Gods are 

worshipped. 

Danegeld A tax that was paid to the Vikings to 

stop them invading the land. 

Sometimes they invaded anyway. 

Runes The letters the Vikings used to write the 

Norse language. Runes were regarded as 

sacred. 

Danelaw The area to the East of England that 

the Vikings ruled. 
Settlement A place where people choose to settle 

and live. 

Jorvik The city that is known as York 

today. 
Treaty An agreement drawn up between two 

states. 

Longship The Viking longship was effective 

because it enabled the Vikings to 

sail up rivers and get far inland. 

Valhalla The great hall where Viking warriors 

believed they went after a noble death in 

battle. Valhalla was where Odin , King of 

the Norse gods, lived. 

Monastery A place where monks live, devote 

their time, and pray, to God. 
Wessex A kingdom in the South of Great Britain 

(Kingdom of the West Saxons) until 

AD927. 

Previous learning:  Pupils learnt about the Romans in Year 4 so will have learnt about some of the 

events that took place before the Viking age. They missed out on their Anglo Saxon topic due to 

lockdown. 



AD793 Vikings first invade Britain. They strike the 

monastery at Lindisfarne. 

AD866 The Vikings capture the city of York. 

AD871 King Alfred becomes King of Wessex. He manages to 

drive the Vikings from the South but they remain in 

the North and East. 

By AD878 The Vikings have settled permanently in England, 

attacked Wessex and forced King Alfred into hiding. 

AD886 King Alfred makes a peace treaty with the Viking 

King Guthrum, giving the Vikings the East (later 

known as ‘Danelaw’) and maintaining his rule over 

the West. 

AD899 King Alfred dies. 

AD900 The Vikings establish rule over Scotland. 

AD954 Eric Bloodaxe, the last Viking King of Yorvik (York) is 

forced out of the city. 

AD1013 King Sven of Denmark and his son, Cnut, take the 

throne of Danelaw. Ethelred, the Saxon King, flees. 

AD1014 King Cnut becomes King of Denmark and of England.  

AD1042 Edward II is invited to become King of England. He is 

known as Edward the Confessor. 

AD1066 Duke William of Normandy defeats Harold at the 

Battle of Hastings. Norman England begins with a 

new King – William I (known as ‘William the 

Conqueror’.) 

Questions to ask: 

Where were the Vikings originally from? Scandinavia (Norway, 

Sweden and Denmark). 

What did they do? They travelled to Europe, attacking and 

then settling in areas that are now modern Great Britain, Germany, France, Spain, 

and Italy. 

Test your partner 

Conquer Obtain control by force. Pagan A religion in which many Gods are 

worshipped. 

Danegeld A tax that was paid to the Vikings to 

stop them invading the land. Sometimes 

they invaded anyway. 

Runes The letters the Vikings used to write the 

Norse language. Runes were regarded as 

sacred. 

Danelaw The area to the East of England that the 

Vikings ruled. 
Settlement A place where people choose to settle and 

live. 

Jorvik The city that is known as York today. Treaty An agreement drawn up between two states. 

Longship The Viking longship was effective 

because it enabled the Vikings to sail up 

rivers and get far inland. 

Valhalla The great hall where Viking warriors believed 

they went after a noble death in battle. 

Valhalla was where Odin , King of the Norse 

gods, lived. 

Monastery A place where monks live, devote their 

time, and pray, to God. 
Wessex A kingdom in the South of Great Britain 

(Kingdom of the West Saxons) until AD927. 

Can they tell you the dates of these events? 

Can they tell you what these words mean? 



Fill in the blanks 
The Vikings were originally from ________________________________, the countries 

of N________________, S_________________ and D___________________. They were 

great seafarers and fearsome warriors. From the _______th to the ________th 

centuries they travelled to ___________________ in their long ships, attacking and then 

_______________________ in areas that are now modern Great 

Britain, Germany, France, Spain, and Italy. AD793 Vikings first invade Britain. They strike the 

monastery at ___________________________ 

AD866 The Vikings capture the city of _____________. 

AD871 King Alfred becomes King of _____________. He 

manages to drive the Vikings from the South but 

they remain in the N__________ and E__________. 

By AD878 The Vikings have settled permanently in 

__________, attacked Wessex and forced King 

_____________ into hiding. 

AD886 

 

AD899 King Alfred dies. 

AD900 
The Vikings establish rule over _________________. 

AD954 
_________________________ is forced out of York. 

AD1013 King Sven of Denmark and his son, Cnut, take the 

throne of Danelaw. Ethelred, the Saxon King, flees. 

AD1014 King Cnut becomes King of Denmark and of England.  

AD1042 Edward II is invited to become King of England. He is 

known as __________________________________. 

AD1066 Battle of H__________________. A new King – 

______________________ -  takes the throne. 

 Obtain control by force.  A religion in which many Gods are 

worshipped. 

 A tax that was paid to the Vikings to 

stop them invading the land. 

Sometimes they invaded anyway. 

 The letters the Vikings used to write the 

Norse language. Runes were regarded as 

sacred. 

 The area to the East of England that 

the Vikings ruled. 
 A place where people choose to settle 

and live. 

 The city that is known as York 

today. 
 An agreement drawn up between two 

states. 

 The Viking longship was effective 

because it enabled the Vikings to 

sail up rivers and get far inland. 

 The great hall where Viking warriors 

believed they went after a noble death in 

battle. Valhalla was where Odin , King of 

 A place where monks live, devote 

their time, and pray, to God. 
 A kingdom in the South of Great Britain 

(Kingdom of the West Saxons) until 



fill in the blanks 

AD793  

AD866 The Vikings capture the city of York. 

AD871 King Alfred becomes King of Wessex. He manages to 

drive the Vikings from the South but they remain in 

the North and East. 

By AD878  

AD886  

AD899 King Alfred dies. 

AD900 The Vikings establish rule over Scotland. 

AD954  

AD1013 King Sven of Denmark and his son, Cnut, take the 

throne of Danelaw. Ethelred, the Saxon King, flees. 

AD1014  

AD1042  

AD1066  

Conquer  Pagan  

Danegeld  Runes  

Danelaw  Settlement  

Jorvik  Treaty  

Longship  Valhalla  

Monastery  Wessex  

The Vikings were originally from ________________________________, the countries 

of ________________, _________________ and ___________________. They were 

great seafarers and fearsome warriors. From the _______th to the ________th 

centuries they travelled to ___________________ in their long ships, attacking and then 

_______________________ in areas that are now modern Great 

Britain, Germany, France, Spain, and Italy. 


